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the history of the Industrial Eevolution in
Europe, it is to be hoped that the sufferings
endured in England will not be reproduced on
the same scale, though there is reason to fear
that the beginnings of the change are causing
much misery already among the workers in
Japan.

The pre-eminence of England in manu-
facturing was mainly due to the fortunate
conjunction of coal and iron deposits in the
same localities (a vitally important considera-
tion in the days when methods of transport
were very undeveloped) ; to priority over other
countries in the great inventions; to a specially
damp climate in Lancashire which renders
that county almost uniquely adapted for pro-
ducing the finer types of spun cotton ; and to
the country's immunity from invasion during
an important period of the Revolution, the
years 1792 to 1815, when the continent of
Europe was being continuously devastated by
war. There is no reason to believe that her
advantages were increased by the clumsy
customs tariffs of the period. These tariffs
were imposed by statesmen possessed of little
knowledge of trade conditions, whose main